IN THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of representing and 
manipulating a diagram on a browser, the diagram mchiding a representation of a pliuahty of 
intercoimected business objects, tlie computer-implemented metliod comprising the steps of: 

displaying at least a portion of the diagram in an active area of the browser, the active 
area being located in a fnst portion of the browser; 

. displaying a diagram overview in a second portion of the browser, the diagram overview 
including a representation of an entirety of tlie diagram and mdicating a currently displayed 
portion of the diagram that is displayed in the active area; 

enabling a selection of a canvas mode of a plurahty of canvas modes, each of the 
plurality of canvas modes being configured to enable a respectively different associated canvas 
action to be taken on any of the business objects of the diagram displayed m tlie active area of 
tlie browser, selection of at least some of the canvas actions causing at least one target 
Indicator to be showm the at least one target Indicator Indicating where the selected canvas 
action may be taken in the currently displayed portion of the diagram, each business object 
representing a business process and including business information and associated business logic 
for acting upon the business infoiination; 

enabling a selection of at least one of the plurahty of business objects of the diagi^m 
displayed in tlie active area; 

providing contextual inforaiation regarding tlie diagram displayed in the active area m a 
tliird portion of the browser; 
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providing hieraichical infomiation regarding the selected at least one of tlie plurality of 
business objects in a fourth portion of the browser; 

cariying out the canvas action associated witli tlie selected canvas mode on the selected at 
least one of the plirality of business objects; 

detemiining whether tlie earned out canvas action is solely a diagram navigation event 
that does not change the business process represented by tlie selected at least one business object 
or wlietlier the caiiied out canvas action results in a cliauge tlie business process represented by 
the selected at least one business object, and if the selected canvas action is deteraiined to change 
tlie business process represented by the selected at least one business object, changing at least 
one of the business infonnation and tlie business logic of tlie selected at least one business object 
on which tlie selected canvas action was carried out, and 

refreshing at least the active area of the browser to display a revised portion of the 
diagram, the revised poition of the diagram incorporating any changes to the diagram as a result 
of carrying out the selected canvas action on tlie selected at least one of the plmality of business 
objects. 

2. (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, fiirtlier comprising tlie 
step of enabling the displayed poition of the diagram to be panned left, right, up or down througli 
activation of pan contiols disposed on each side of the active aiea of the browser. 

3. (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, fiirtlier comprising tlie 
step of enabling tlie active area of the browser to display a next adjacent quadrant of the 
displayed diagram upon detecting a predetermined user action. 
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4. (Original) Hie computer-implemented metliod of claim 1, wherein at least one of 
die business objects includes at least one hierarchically lower business object coupled tliereto in 
a parent-child relationsliip. 

5. (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 4, fiirther comprising tlie 
step of displaying tlie at least one liierai'chically lower business object witliin the active area. 

6. (Original) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, fiuther comprising a 
step of updating tlie contextual infomiation displayed witliin the tliird portion of tlie browser to 
reflect tlie portion of the diagram currently displayed in the active aiea of the browser. 

7. (Previously Presented) The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein 
each of the pliurality of canvas modes enables a respectively different canvas action selected from 
add node, remove node, update node, move node, group nodes, view source of node, insert node, 
duplicate node, display node edges, connect nodes, refocus, view infomiation about a node, 
define properties of a node, edit properties of a node and view node hierarchy. 

8. (Original) The computer-implemented metliod of claim 1, fiuHier including a 
step of refreshing the second portion of the browser to update tlie diagram overview to reflect 
any changes to the diagiam overview as a result of carrying out the selected canvas action of the 
selected at least one of the pliu-ality of business objects. 

9. (Currently Amended) A machine-readable mediimi having data stored tliereon 
representing sequences of instnictions which, when executed by computing device, causes said 
computing device to represent and enable manipulation of a diagram on a browser, the diagram 
including a representation of a plurality of intercomiected business objects, by poJorming the 
steps of: 
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displaying at least a portion of tlie diagram in an active area of the browser, tlie active 
area being located in a first portion of the browser; 

displaying a diagram overview in a second portion of the browser, the diagram overview 
including a representation of an entirety of the diagram and indicating a currently displayed 
portion of the diagram that is displayed in the active area; 

enabling a selection of a canvas mode of a pliurality of canvas modes, each of the 
plurality of canvas modes being configured to enable a respectively different associated canvas 
action to be taken on any of the business objects of the diagram displayed in the active area of 
tlie browser, selection of at least some of the canvas actions causing at least one tareet 
Indicator to be shown, the at least one target indicator lndicatin£ where the selected canvas 
action may be taken in the currently displayed portion of the diagram, e ach business object 
representing a business process and mcluding business infomiation and associated business logic 
for acting upon the business infonnation; 

enabling a selection of at least one of the plurahty of business objects of the diagram 
displayed in tlie active area; 

providing contextual information regardhig the diagram displayed m the active aiea in a 
third portion of the browser; 

providing hierarchical infonnation regarding tlie selected at least one of tlie plurahty of 
business objects m a foiulh portion of tlie browser; 

carrying out the canvas action associated witli the selected canvas mode on the selected at 
least one of the pliu^hty of busmess objects; 
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detenniiiing whether the earned out canvas action is solely a diagram navigation event 
tliat does not change the business process represented by the selected at least one business object 
or whetlier the carried out canvas action results in a change tlie business process represented by 
tlie selected at least one business object, and if the selected canvas action is determined to change 
tlie business process represented by the selected at least one business object, changing at least 
one of the business iiifonnation and tlie business logic of tlie selected at least one business object 
on which tlie selected canvas action was carried out, and 

refreshing at least the active area of the browser to display a revised portion of the 
diagram, the revised poition of tlie diagram incorporating any changes to the diagram as a result 
of canyiiig out the selected canvas action on tlie selected at least one of the pliuality of business 
objects. 

10. (Original) The medium of claim 9, fiirther comprising the step of enabling the 
displayed portion of the diagram to be panned left, right, up or down through activation of pan 
controls disposed on each side of the active area of the browser. 

11. (Original) The medium of claim 9, fiullier comprising the step of enabling tlie 
active area of the browser to display a next adjacent quadrant of the displayed diagram upon 
detecting a predetennined user action. 

12. (Original) The mediimi of claim 9, wherein at least one of the business objects 
includes at least one hierarchically lower business object coupled tli^eto in a parent-child 
relationship. 

13. (Original) Tlie mediiun of claim 12, fiutlier comprising the step of displaying tlie 
at least one hierarchically lower business object within the active area. 
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14. (Original) The medium of claim 9, fiullier comprising a step of updating tlie 
contextual information displayed witliin the Hiird portion of tlie browser to reflect the portion of 
tlie diagram cmTently displayed in the active area of the browser. 

15. (Currently Amended) The mediiun of claim 9, wherein each of tlie plurality of 
canvas modes enables a respectively different canvas action selected from add node, remove 
node, update node, move node, group nodes, view source of node, insert node, duplicate node, 
display node edges, connect nodes, refocus, view iafomiation about a node, define properties of 
a node, edit properties of a node and view node hierarchy. 

16. (Original) The mediiun of claim 9, fiutlier including a step of refreshing the 
second portion of tlie browser to update tlie diagram overview to reflect any changes to tlie 
diagram overview as a result of caiiying out tlie selected canvas action on tlie selected at least 
one of the plurality of business objects. 

17. (Currently Amended) A computer system suitable for representing and enabling 
manipulation of a diagram on a browser, the diagram including a representation of a plurality of 
interconnected business objects, comprising: 

at least one processor; 

at least one data storage device coupled to die at least one processor; 
a phuality of processes spawned by said at least one processor, the processes including 
processing logic for: 

displaying at least a portion of die diagram in an active area of the browser, the active 
area being located in a first portion of the browser; 
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displaying a diagram overview in a second portion of the browser, the diagram overview 
induding a representation of an entirety of the diagram and mdicating a currently displayed 
portion of the diagram tliat is displayed in the active area; 

enabhng a selection of a canvas mode of a plurality of canvas modes, each of the 
phirahty of canvas modes being configured to enable a respectively different associated canvas 
action to be taken on any of the business objects of the diagram displayed in the active area of 
tlie browser, selection of at least some of the canvas actions causing at least one taraet 
Indicator to be shown, the at least one target Indicator Indicattng where the selected canvas 
action may be taken In the currently displayed portion of the diagram, e ach business object 
representing a business process and including business infonnation and associated business 
logic for acting upon the business infonnation; 

mabling a selection of at least one of the plurahty of business objects of the diagi^m 
displayed in tlie active area; 

providing contextual infonnation regardmg the diagram displayed m the active area in a 
tliird portion of the browser; 

providing hierarchical information regarding the selected at least one of tlie plurality of 
business objects in a fourth portion of tlie browser; 

canying out the canvas action associated witli tlie selected canvas mode on the selected at 
least one of the pliuTility of business objects; 

determining whether the canied out canvas action is solely a diagram navigation event 
tliat does not change the business process represented by the selected at least one business object 
or whether the canied out canvas action results in a change the business process represented by 
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tlie selected at least one business object, and if the selected canvas action is detemiined to change 
tlie business process represented by the selected at least one business object, changing at least 
one of tlie business information and tlie business logic of tlie selected at least one business object 
on wliich the selected canvas action was carried out, and 

refreshing at least the active area of the browser to display a revised portion of the 
diagram, the revised portion of tlie diagram incorporating any changes to tlie diagram as a result 
of carrying out the selected canvas action on tlie selected at least one of the plmality of business 
objects. 

18. (Original) Tlie computer system of claim 17, fiulher comprising the step of 
enabling the displayed portion of the diagram to be pamied left, rigjit, up or down through 
activation of pan contiols disposed on each side of the active area of the browser. 

19. (Original) The computer system of claim 17, fiulher comprising the step of 
enabling the active area of the browser to display a next adjacent quadrant of the displayed 
diagram upon detecting a predetennined user action. 

20. (Original) The computer system of claim 19, wherein at least one of tlie business 
objects includes at least one hi^archically lower business object coupled thereto in a parent- 
child relationship. 

21. (Original) The computer system of claim 20, fiulher comprising tlie step of 
displaying tlie at least one hierarchically lower business object witlrin the active area. 

22. (Original) The computer system of claim 17, fiulher comprising a step of 
updating tlie contextual infonnation displayed within tlie third portion of the browser to reflect 
tlie portion of tlie diagram cunently displayed in the active aiea of the browser. 
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23. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 17, wherein each of tlie 
phiraUty of canvas modes enables a respectively different canvas action includes at least one of 
selected from add node, remove node, update node, move node, group nodes, view source of 
node, insert node, duplicate node, display node edges, coimect nodes, refocus, view information 
about a node, define properties of a node, edit properties of a node and view node hierarchy. 

24. (Original) The computer system of claim 17, finther including a step of 
refreshing the second portion of the browser to update the diagram overview to reflect any 
chajiges to the diagram overview as a result of carrying out tlie selected canvas action on the 
selected at least one of the plm^lity of business objects. 

25. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for a user to remotely 
and graphically manipulate representations of business objects on a browser of a thin client 
coupled to a server over a network, the method comprising: 

displaying a diagram that iiicludes a representation of a plurality of mtercomiected 
business objects on the browser, each business object including business information and 
associated business logic for acting upon the business infoimation; 

detecting a selection of one of a plurality of canvas modes by ti^e user, each of the 
plurality of canvas modes being configured to enable a respectively different associated canvas 
action to be taken on any of the business objects of the diagrani displayed on tlie browser; 

displaying at least one target indicator in the diagram, the dispiaved at least one 
target indicator indicating where the canvas action associated with the selected canvas 
mode may be taken; 
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detecting a canvas action associated with the selected canvas mod e, the detected canvas 
action being triggered by the iiser at one of the displayed target indicators on the displayed 
diagram on the browser; 

submitting a request associated witli tlie triggered canvas action to a controller, the 
controller being configiu-ed to interface between the tliin client and a business object controlling 
application nmning on the server, the controller being configiued to control page flow between 
tlie application and tlie browser on the thin cUent depending upon the detected canvas action; 

changing the state of the business object controlling apphcation on the server according 
to the detected canvas action ajid correspondingly changing at least one of the plurality of 
business objects by changing at least one of its business infonnation and its business logic; 

receiving an answer from tlie controller in response to the submitted request, the received 
answer causing die browser to refresh its display of the diagram so as to reflect at least one of the 
changed state of the business object controllmg application, the changed business infomiation 
and tlie changed business object. 

26. (Original) The computer-implemented metliod of claim 25, wherein tlie business 
controlling application is coupled to a database that stores the data associated with tlie plmality 
of business objects and wherein die method fiirther includes a step of changing the data stored 
within tlie database to reflect the changed state of tlie business object controlling apphcation. 

27. (Original) The computer-implemented mediod of claim 25, wherein tlie answer 
from the controller includes a URL of a Web page. 

28. (Currently Amended) A machme-readable mediiun liavmg data stored tliereon 
representing sequences of instructions wliich, when executed by computing device, causes said 
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computing device to enable a user to remotely aiid grapliically manipulate representations of 
business objects on a browser of a tliin client coupled to a server over a network, by performing 
tlie steps of: 

displaying a diagram that includes a representation of a pliurality of intercoimected 
business objects on the browser, each business object including business infomiation and 
associated business logic for acting upon the business information; 

detecting a selection of one of a plurality of canvas modes by the user, each of tlie 
plurality of canvas modes being configiured to enable a respectively different associated canvas 
action to be taken on any of tlie business objects of tlie diagram displayed on tlie browser; 

displaying at least one target indicator in the diagram, the displayed at least one 
target indicator Indicating where the canvas action associated with the selected canvas 
mode may be taken; 

detecting a canvas action associated with the selected canvas mod e, the detected canvas 
action being triggered by the user at one of the displayed target Indicators on tlie displayed 
diagram on the browser; 

submitting a request associated with the triggered canvas action to a controller, the 
controller being configured to interface between the thin client and a business object controlling 
application nmning on the server, tlie controller being configiued to control page flow between 
tlie application and the browser on the thin client depending upon the detected canvas action; 

changing the state of the business object controlUng application on the server according 
to the detected canvas action and correspondingly changing at least one of the plurality of 
business objects by changing at least one of its business information and its business logic; 
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receiving an answer from tlie contioller in response to the submitted request, the received 
answer causing the browser to refresh its display of the diagram so as to reflect at least one of the 
changed state of tlie business object ccntrolhng application, the changed business infomiation 
and the changed business object. 

29. (Original) The medium of claim 28, wherein the business controlling application 
is coupled to a database tliat stores tlie data associated with tiie plurality of business objects and 
wherein tlie metliod further iiichides a step of changing the data stored witliin tlie database to 
reflect die changed state of the business object controUiug application. 

30. (Original) The mediimi of claun 28, wherein the answer from the controller 
includes a URL of a Web page. 

31. (Currently Amended) A computer system enabling a user to remotely and 
giaphically manipulate representations of business objects on a browser of a thin client coupled 
to a server over a network, the cou^)uter system comprising: 

at least one processor; 

at least one data storage device coupled to tlie at least one processor; 
a plurality of processes spawned by said at least one processor, the processes including 
processing logic for: 

displaying a diagram that includes a representation of. a plurahty of interconnected 
busniess objects on tlie browser, each busuiess object including business infomiation and 
associated business logic for acting upon the business infomiation; 
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detecting a selection of one of a plurality of canvas modes by the user, each of the 
plurality of canvas modes being configiued to enable a respectively different associated canvas 
action to be taken on any of die business objects of die diagram displayed on tlie browser; 

dlsplaving at least one target indicator in the diagram, the displayed at least one 
target indicator indicating where the canvas action associated with the selected canvas 
mode may be taken; 

detecting a canvas action associated witli the selected canvas mod e, the detected canvas 
action being triggered by die user at one of the displayed target Indicators on die displayed 
diagram on the browser; 

submitting a request associated wifli the tri^ered canvas action to a controller, tlie 
controller being configured to interface between tlie thin client and a business object controlling 
application running on die server, the controller being configured to control page flow between 
die application and the browser on the thin client depending upon the detected canvas action; 

changing the state of the business object controlling application on die server according 
to the detected canvas action and conrespondingly changing at least one of the plurality of 
business objects by changing at least one of its business infonnation and its business logic; 

receiving an answer firom die controller in response to the submitted request, the received 
answer causing die browser to refiesh its display of the diagiani so as to reflect at least one of the 
changed state of die business object controlling application, die changed business information 
and the changed business object. 

32. (Original) The computer system of claun 31, wherein the business controlling 
application is coupled to a database that stores the data associated with the pliuality of business 
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objects aiid wherein the metliod fiirther inchides a step of changing the data stored within the 
database to reflect tlie changed state of the business object controlling application. 

33. (Original) The computer system of claiin 31, wherein the answer from tlie 
controllCT includes a URL of a Web page. 
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